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B/JiDOCK  URB/JT  PI  STRICT  COUMCIL 


Mr.  Gliairman  and  G-entlemen, 

By  direction  of  Ministry  Giroular  22/58  I suBmit  a report 
on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1958. 

The  vital  statistics  again  give  a very  favourable  local 
picture.  The  very  lov/  death  rate  of  7.5  again  indicates  the  younger- 
than-average  local  age  distribution  and  application  of  the  comparab- 
ility factor  (1.34)  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  gives  a stand- 
ardised death  rate  of  10.1. 

For  1958  the  live  birth  rate  of  (20.2)  markedly  exceeds  the 
national  rate  (l6.4).  The  stillbirth  rate  and  the  infant  mortality 
rate  are  this  year  seen  to  be  less  favourable  than  the  national  figures. 

There  was  no  serious  local  occurrence  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year, 

I would  again  acknowledge  having  received  during  the  year 
every  consideration  and  help  from  your  Council  and  its  Officers. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


V.  R.  wjjnm. 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1959. 

SECTION  A LOG/X  STATISTICS 

/j?ea  of  District  ,,, 

• ft  • 

542 

Population.  - Registrar  General’s  Estimate 

for  mid-1958  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• ft  • 

7,090 

Number  of  separately  rated  hereditaments 
at  31st  March,  1959  ...  ...  ...  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

2,312 

Number  of  seuarate  d¥/ellings  (included  in 
above  figure)  at  31st  December,  1958  ... 

• ft  • 

1,812 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  Aijril,  1959 

£73,973 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

£272.5.10 
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T?.YTT?;.nTFS  FROM  VIT/JL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEu^  1^^ 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


(Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 

(;j.i 


Totals 

Male 

Female 

134 

63 

71 

9 

5 

4 

143 

68 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the ^ estimated 
resident  population  ••• 


STILLBIRTHS 


(Logitiiaate 

(Illegitimate 


(-U1 


Totals  Male  Eomale 
6 4 2 

6 4 2 


Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  Births 


• « ♦ 


TOT/X  LIVE  & 
STILLBIRTHS 


DEATHS 


Total  Male  Female 
14Q  72  77 

Total  Male  Female 


* • • 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the ^ estimated 
resident  population 

imf;xt  deaths 

Totals  Male  Female 
2-2 

3 3 n 

(All  5 2 


Under  4 weeks 
Over  4 Y/eeks  under 
lyr. 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  hirths  (total) 
Infant  mortality  rate  per ^1,000 

live  hirths  (legitimate)  ••• 
Infimt  mortality  rate  per  1.^000 

live  hirths  (illegitimate)  Nil 
Neo  Natal  (first  4 v/eeks)  mortality 

rate  per  1,000  live  hirths 
Illegitimate  live  hirths  per  cent  of 
total  live  hirths 

No*  of  maternal  deaths  (incl. abortion) 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

Live  and  still  hirths 
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B/XDOCK  Comparable 
URB/X  rates  for 
DISTRICT  Ihigland  & Y/ales 


20*2 


l6.4 


40.2 


21.6 


7.5 


11.7 


35.0 


22.5 


37.3 


14.0 

6.7 

None 

Nil 


16.2 


0.43 


Deaths  fron  Cancer  (all  sites) 
Deaths  fron  Measles 
Deaths  fron  ^Hiooping  Gough 
Deaths  fron  other  infective  and 
parasitic  di  eases 


11 

None 

None 

None 


Connent  on  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


The  estinated  nid-year  population  shov/ed  a further  increase  of 
130  persons.  Live  hirths  (143;  were  26  nore  than  for  1957  while  the 
figure  for  deaths  (53)  was  10  less  than  the  figure  for  the  previous 
year. 


SECTION  B GENER;ji  PROVISION  OF  HE/XTH  SERVICES 

No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year, 

SECTION  C S;JTIT;1^Y  GIRCUMST/JTGES  of  the  ARSi; 

1.  ¥ator  Supply.  All  prenises  in  the  district  arc  provided  with  a 
direct  piped  supply  of  vmter,  which  is  treated  and  supplied  in 
hullc  to  the  Council's  Undertaking  hy  the  First  Carden  City  Ltd. 

The  supply  has  "been  satisfactory  "both  in  quantity  and  quality  and 
results  of  chenical  analyses  and  hac teriological  examinations  of 
samples  have  also  heen  satisfactory. 

2.  Sewerage  & Sev^age  Disposal.  No  change. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams.  No  change. 

4.  Closet  Accommodation.  No  change. 

5.  Puhlic  Cleansing.  On  the  30th  August  the  Council’s  now  freighter, 
which  is  of  the  fore  and  aft  type  and  of  a 25  cuhic  yard  capacity, 
came  into  use.  This  freighter  replaced  the  old  13  cubic  yard 
capacity  vehicle  and  because  of  its  larger  capacity  has  resulted 
in  less  time  spent  in  carrying  refuse  to  the  tip  and  more  tine  in 
collection.  A weekly  collection  has  now  been  established  and  this 
has  resulted  in  the  elimination  of  complaints  of  delay  in  collection, 

6.  Caravan  Sites.  There  are  tv/o  sites  within  the  area  for  which 
consents  ware  granted  under  the  Tovm  & Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 

One  site  is  within  the  curtilage  of  Kayser  Bondor  Ltd,  adjacent  to 
their  sports  field  and  has  provision  for  six  trailer  type  caravans. 
There  is  on  the  site  v/atcr  closet  accommodation  and  vrashing  facil- 
ities for  the  occupants  together  with  a piped  v/ater  supply  and 
facilities  for  the  storage  and  collection  of  domestic  rel^use.  This 
site  is  v/oll  maintained  and  the  general  circumstances  satisfactory 
from  the  sanitary  point  of  viev/. 

The  second  site  is  in  Limekiln  Lane  and  is  for  30  caravans. 

Til  though  this  site  received  planning  permission  in  1956  subject  to 
the  provision  of  a sanitation  block,  the  Council  hove  had  difficulty 
in  enforcing  this  condition.  Meetings  between  the  Council's  officers 
and  the  ovmers  of  the  site  indicate  the  possibility  that  a block 
will  be  erected  in  1959. 

7.  Sv;imming  Pool  (Privately  ov/ned).  During  the  summer  months,  v;hon  the 
pool  was  in  use,  samples  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  but  it  was 
found  that  as  the  pool  had  been  reconstructed  and  enlarged  in  1957 
the  existing  chlorine  plant  was  not  capable  of  inserting  sufficient 
chlorine  into  the  water  to  provide  a high  enough  free  chlorine 
figure.  During  these  months  liquid  chlorine  was  also  added  to  ensure 
that  the  water  v/ould  be  bacteriologically  pure  at  all  times.  At  the 
end  of  the  season  the  factory  undertook  to  call  in  the  manufacturers 
for  their  advice. 

8.  Rodent  Control.  Normal  rodent  control  v/ork  and  treatment  was  carried 
out  and  only  minor  infestations  were  found.  All  -the  Council’s 
undertakings  received  regular  attention  and  the  soil  sewers  showed  a 
marked  absence  of  infestation. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area  (other  than  Dwellinjyho'uses  and 
food  premises. 


(a)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Factories 

A.C  t •••  •••  •••.  ••• 

(h)  Nimiber  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with 

drainage  and  se\7erage  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with 
water  supply  and  sampling 


• • • 
« • • 


• • • 
• • • 


• • • 
• • • 


Miscellaneous  inspections 
Number  of  nuisances  investigated  and  dealt  with 
Number  of  investigations  regarding  infectious 
dxseases  ...  ..  ...  ...  ... 


• • • 
• • • 


30 

13 

29 

16 

29 

17 

5 


10.  Factories  & Workplaces.  Routine  work  continued  and  special  attention 
^■as  given  to  those  factories  requiring  but  not  having  Certifieates  os 
to  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire. 

11.  Clean  Air  Act,  1957.  During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  all  boiler 
plants  and  tlie  engineers  and  stokers  co-operation  sought  in  the 
abatement  of  smoke.  Very  little  nuisance  has  occurred  due  to  the 
larger  plants  being  oil  or  coke  fed. 

SECTION  D HOUSING- 


Councll  Housing  Schemes 

(a)  In  April  the  last  of  the  105  Gregory  traditional  type  houses  on  the 

Anchor  Field  Estate  was  completed  and  occupied. 

(b)  During  the  year  the  Council  discussed  at  length  the  problems  confront' 

ing  them  in  any  future  development  of  the  tov/n.  The  available  sites 
v/ithin  the  town  v/ere  rapidly  being  developed.  The  matter  was  taken 
up  v/ith  the  County  Council  v/ith  a view  to  negotiating  the  purchase 
of  60  acres  of  land  scheduled  for  residential  development  in  the 
County  Development  Plan  and  situated  outside  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  tovm  in  the  Rural  District  of  Hit chin. 

(o)  The  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  future  development  of  the 
available  land  at  the  /uichor  Field  Estate  and  resolved  to  build 
houses  for  sale, 

(d)  Consideration  v/as  also  given  to  the  provision  of  further  dwellings 
for  old  people.  Suitable  sites  in  the  town  were  investigated  and 
finally  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  with  the  purchase  of  two  sites 
near  the  town  centre. 

Private  D\. /el lings 

A total  of  14  private  dv/ellings  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Slum  Clearance 


During  the  year  the  Council  reviewed  their  Slum  Clearance  proposals 
submitted  to  the  Minister  and  approved  by  him  in  January,  1956.  These 
proposals  had  been  based  upon  a preliminary  survey  made  in  1955.  As  a 
result  of  a subsequent  detailed  inspection  of  all  the  houses  included  in 
these  proposals,  many  houses  had  been  found  not  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  or  capable  of  being  represented  as  Clearance  iVreas,  A number 
of  unfit  houses  had  already  been  dealt  v/ith  and  during  1958  four  houses 
were  demolished  and  one  was  closed.  A total  of  6 unfit  houses  remain  and 
these  will  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  suitable  alternative  accommodation 
can  be  found  for  the  occupants. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

The  Rent  j\ct  which  came  into  force  in  July  1957  does  not  seem  to 
have  caused  much  difficulty  to  either  landlords  or  tenants.  Tenants  have 
not  generally  required  landlords  to  expedite  repairs  but  in  the  small 
number  of  notices  from  tenants  undertakings  have  readily  been  given  by 
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the  landlords,  The  absence  of  much  repair  work  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
reasonable  condition  of  the  tenanted  houses  in  the  district. 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  four  applications  for  improvement  grants  v/ere 
submitted  and  approved;  one  was  later  v^ithdravm.  A total  of  2k  grants 
have  been  made  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1949. 


OvercroY/dinp;  - Housing  Act,  1957 


Tv/o  houses  were  found  to  be  statutory  overcrowded  v/ithin  the  prov- 
isions of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  The  overcrowding  was  caused  by  2 families 
living  together  in  the  sane  house  but  was  abated  after  informal  action  in 
one  case  and  the  serving  of  a notjoe  under  the  Housing  Art  In  tb^  other, 

Inspeotion  of  Dwallinghouseg  diirlng  the  Yoair 


(1)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  inspected  (for  housing  defects 

under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ,,,  ,, 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  ,, 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  (2)  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ,< 

(4)  Nmber  of  dv^ellinghouses  in  which  defects  ?/ere  remedied 

after  service  of  J’orinal  notices  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts:- 

(a)  By  o\mers 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  oY/ners 

(5)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  its  officers  


26 

93 

7 

9 

5 


SECTION  E INSPECTION  /iND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 

(1)  There  were  no  special  Clean  Food  Campaigns  but  food  shops  and  food 
preparing  premises  v/ere  regularly  inspected  and  opportunity  taken  to 
give  advise  on  the  clean  handling  of  food  to  tlie  personnel  concerned. 
The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  all  occup- 
ants^ and  in  a number  of  cases  informal  action  taken  to  bring  the 
premises  up  to  a satisfactory  standard, 

(2)  The  type  of  food  promises  are  as  follows ;- 


Butchers,  4;  cafes,  restaurants,  snack  barsj  7;  confectioners,  6; 
dairies,  1;  fish  shops,  3;  greengrocers  and  fruiterers  4;  grooers 
and  provision  merchants,  4j  bakehouses,  4j  canteens,  4» 

(3)  Premises  registered  mder  Section  I6  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955, 
Sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  15  (no  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the 
district);  manufacture  of  meat  products,  1, 

(4)  There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 

(5)  No  food  poisoning  instances  were  reported  in  the  year. 

(6)  Tlie  results  of  all  15  ice  cream  samples  taken  were  Grade  1, 

(7)  The  specified  areas  Scheme  of  1954  remains  in:  force.  Under  this, 
only  Designated  Milks  such  as  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  may  be  sold  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  four  firms  v/ere  issued  with  supplementary 
Licences  to  retail  milk  in  Baldock  from  premises  elsewhere.  There  is 
only  one  dairy  and  this  is  under  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  Ministry  of 
/igriculture. 

(8)  During  the  year  21  lbs,  of  imported  canned  meat  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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SECTION  P.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  other 
Diseases. 

For  the  year  1958  totals  of  acute  infectious  diseases  notified 
(after  correction)  uere;  Scarlet  fever  5;  Dysentery  1,  Erysipelas  1; 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 and  Infectious  Hepatitis  1.  Therefore  apart  fron 
the  fe\7  sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  nild  in  type  and  confined  to 
infant  age,  an  alnost  conplete  local  ahsence  of  serious  infectious 
disease  is  seen  for  the  year. 

Notification  of  Y.liooping  cough,  as  conpared  \7ith  neasles,  has  in  the 
last  few  years  hecone  renarkahly  infrequent,  suggesting  such  illness  now 
reduced  in  severity  to  a narked  degree.  Although  it  is  far  reaching  to 
clain  such  reduction  to  he  v/holly  dug  to  the  recent  ^ adoption  of  vaccin- 
ation of  infants  against  pertussis -'-the  neasurc  continues  to  he  popularly 
accepted  and  valued  hy  nothers.  Also,  although  imunisation  proceedures 
against  hoth  diphtheria  and  x.’-hooping  cough  have  tended  to  ho  overshadOY/ed 
hy  the  recently  introduced  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  there  v/ould 
seen  no  narked  falling-off  in  acceptance  hy  nothers  of  infant  age  children. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Not/  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year  1958 


Age 

N 

e ¥/  C 

a s G s 

Deaths 

Periods 

Respiratory  Non-Rospiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 



M 

P 

0-1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1-5 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

- 

- 

- 

•m 

15  - 25 

1 

-(2) 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

l+(2) 

"" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

- (2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

- (1) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.. 

- 

- 

55  - 65 

- 

-(1) 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

65  & over 

- 

- 

1 

' 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Not  knovm 

— 

- 

i 

1 

- 

— 

Totals : 

2+(5) 

-+(3) 

- 

1 

1 

1 



Deaths  a 

llocated  hy  the 

Registrar 

•• 

- 

General 

after  final  transfers 



Footnote : In  addition  to  the  ncY/  cases  first  notif ied^within^ the 

district  there  is  shown  (in  brackets)  additional  figures 
of  cases  transferred  to  the  local  registrar  fron  other 
areas. 

Connent : New  local  notifications  are  confined  to  2 coses,  hoth  young 

adult  males,  for  the  previous  year  such  figure  v/as  3. 

No  death  fron  any  form  of  tuberculosis  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

V.  R.  U/JICER. 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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June,  1959. 


